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Pregnant teens cost state $109M

By Jessica Fargen
Boston Herald Health & Medical Reporter

Tuesday, October 31, 2006 - Updated: 02:17 PM EST

Some groups are calling on the state to put more money into teen pregnancy
prevention and health education after a report showed that Massachusetts teen
moms and their kids cost the state $109 million a year in social services.

Massachusetts has one of the country’s lowest teen birth rates, but it's still too
high, said Patricia Quinn, public policy director at the Massachusetts Alliance on
Teen Pregnancy. In 2004, 4,559 women ages 15 to 19 had children, for a rate of
22.2 births per 1,000 female teens. The national rate is 31 births per 1,000 teens.

But Quinn said even though the state’s teen birth rate has dropped 40 percent
since 1991, Massachusetts still hasn't realized the value of prevention, based on
how much it's costing taxpayers.

“That’'s money that could be saved if we were doing a better job in Massachusetts
of really funding teen pregnancy efforts,” she said.

Teen pregnancies in 2004 in Vermont cost $12 million, the smallest amount.
Texas topped the charts with $1 billion in costs, according to a report released
yesterday by the National Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnhancy.

Nationally, teen childbearing cost the government $9.1 billion in 2004.

State comparisions are difficult because population and teen birth rates vary, the
authors noted. The report looked at the cost of public welfare, incarceration of
children of teen parents, health care and lost tax revenue. Most of the costs are
associated with the child, not the mother, according to the report.

Angus McQuilken, public affairs director for Planned Parenthood in
Massachusetts, said more money needs to be put into education.

jfargen@bostonherald.com

E Graphic

Search the site

El E-mail "',;:f' Popular .. del.icio.us

Enter Keywords all relevance

O Past 7 days @ Archives O Google

Order home delivery

Page 1 of 2

Jessica Fargen
Boston Herald Health & Medical
Reporter

» Recent Atrticles by Jessica Fargen

Today's Top Articles

Viewed Emailed Rated

Updated 12:02 PM
N.E. Patriots
Patriots can't cut losses --
Harrison hurt; mistakes costly

More Inside Track
From Fox into the Lyons den:
‘Psycho’ sought for Sox gig

Opinipn & Editorial
No time to cut and run

N.E. Patriots
Much work to be done: Pats face
some hard facts about the future

Style & Fashion
Popular couture: ‘Fashion’
spreads to MFA

View the Herald Top Ten

Save up to 60% ordering Boston Herald home delivery online. ,.."."'::;-;—;:'F_;;_
» click here e ¢ i I
rhel O !
[ contact us | :: [ print advertising ] :: [ online advertising | :: [ Herald History | :: [ News Tips ] :: [ Electronic Edition | :: [ Browsel

Click here for home delivery or call 1.800.882.1211 for Back Issues call 617.619.6523

© Copyright by the Boston Herald and Herald Media.
No portion of BostonHerald.com or its content may be reproduced without the owner's written permission. Privacy Commitment

http://news.bostonheral d.com/local Regional /view.bg?arti clei d=164962& format=text 11/6/2006



BostonHerald.com - Local / Regional: Pregnant teens cost state $109M Page 2 of 2

Enterprise-level broadband service provided by

Crae) - :
Exped’e"t Expedient: America's Largest All-Ethernet (:_) tower \é\r/g\?ilgeszg B;O_la_lé

Network

bh.heraldinteractive.com: news.heraldinteractive.com: 0.078851:Tue, 31 Oct 2006 19:17:07 GMT

http://news.bostonheral d.com/local Regional /view.bg?articleid=164962& format=text 11/6/2006



