
Latina Teen Pregnancy and Educational Attainment 

T een childbearing is closely linked with high school 
completion; teens who have a child are less likely 

to complete high school and college than those who 
delay childbearing until at least age 20.1  It is also the 
case that teens who drop out of school are at increased 
risk for early pregnancy.2  Not surprisingly, they are 
also more likely to be unemployed and to earn less than 
their peers who stay in school.  Early childbearing and 
parenting not only increase the likelihood that mothers 
will be poor but also that their children will live in  
poverty and start school at a disadvantage. 

• Hispanic teens and young adults (ages 16-24) are 
twice as likely as non-Hispanic blacks and four  
times more likely than non-Hispanic whites to have 
dropped out of high school.6 

 

• Although dropout rates among Hispanic young 
adults vary by immigration status, the rates are    
consistently higher than their peers from other      
racial/ethnic groups.7 

 

• Among young adults who have completed high 
school, a similar proportion of Hispanic U.S.        
citizens and non-Hispanic whites enroll in college   
or university—about 4 in 10.9   

 

• More than nine in ten Latino parents say that it is 
very important for their child to get a college        
education.10 

 
The relationship between education and teen pregnancy 
works both ways.  That is, teen pregnancy often has a 
negative impact on education.  However, it is also the 
case that school achievement, attendance, and            
involvement help reduce the risk of teen pregnancy.    
Put another way,  helping young people with academic 
achievement will help reduce teen pregnancy. 
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• Over two-thirds (69 percent) of Latina teen moms 
drop out of high school, compared to 58 percent of 
teen moms overall.3   

 

• Of those teen moms who drop out, 60 percent of 
Latina teen moms do so before getting pregnant  
compared to less than 50 percent of teen moms   
overall (see figure).4 

 

• Latinas who drop out of school at younger ages are 
more likely to have a teen pregnancy than their peers 
who drop out at an older age.5 
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