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Total Men Women Age 
18–19

Age 
20–24

Age 
25–29

Non-
Hispanic 
White

Non-
Hispanic 
Black

Hispanic 

Condom 99% 99% 99% 99% 99% 100% 100% 99% 98%

Pill 96% 94% 98% 94% 98% 96% 99% 97% 89%

Emergency Contraception 91% 87% 95% 90% 92% 90% 96% 86% 82%

Patch 88% 81% 96% 87% 89% 87% 91% 92% 78%

Depo 79% 69% 90% 74% 81% 81% 83% 82% 71%

IUD 75% 65% 87% 69% 78% 77% 81% 76% 60%

Foam, Jelly, or Cream 70% 64% 76% 60% 73% 74% 74% 71% 58%

Rhythm/Natural Family 
Planning

60% 53% 67% 47% 61% 67% 64% 54% 50%

Implant 44% 37% 52% 38% 42% 51% 47% 46% 34%



Based on responses to the following question for each method: “Overall, how much do you feel you know about 
x method and its use? Would you say you know nothing, you know a little, you know a lot or you know everything 
about x method?” Asked only among those who have heard of the method. Shown as a percent of all respondents.
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The Possibility of Serious Health Problems, Like Cancer, 
Through Use of Birth Control Pill or Other Hormonal Methods 

The Possibility of Getting an Infection Through Use of an IUD
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19%

Based on responses to the following questions: “For each, please tell me how likely you think it is that you would 
experience the effect. Even if you don’t currently have a partner or have never used the method yourself, please 
think about what might happen if you did. If you used the birth control pill or other hormonal methods for many 
years, how likely is it to give you a serious health problem, like cancer? Would you say it is not at all likely, slightly 
likely, quite likely, or extremely likely? If you used an IUD, how likely is it to give you an infection? Would you say it 
is not at all likely, slightly likely, quite likely, or extremely likely?”





Based on those who responded “somewhat,” “quite,” or ”extremely likely” to the following questions: “For each, 
please tell me how likely you think it is that you would experience the effect. Even if you don’t currently have 
a partner or have never used the method yourself, please think about what might happen if you did. (1) If you 
used the birth control pill or other hormonal methods for many years, how likely is it to give you a serious health 
problem like cancer? (2) If you used an IUD, how likely is it to give you an infection? Would you say it is not at all 
likely, slightly likely, quite likely, or extremely likely?” And based on those who responded “somewhat” or “a lot” to 
the following questions: (1) “How much does the possibility of serious helath problems, like cancer, reduce your 
likelihood of using birth control pills or other hormonal methods?” (2) “How much does the possibility of getting an 
infection reduce your likelihood of using an IUD?”

The Possibility of Serious Health Problems, Like Cancer, 
Through Use of Birth Control Pill or Other Hormonal Methods 

The Possibility of Getting an Infection Through Use of an IUD
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After Giving Birth, a Woman Cannot Get Pregnant Before Her First Period

Douching After Sex Can Prevent Pregnancy
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When using a condom, it is 
not important for the man to 
pull out right after ejaculation.

It is okay to use petroleum 
jelly as a lubricant when 

using latex condoms.

When putting on a condom, 
it is not important to leave 

a space at the tip.

Wearing 2 latex condoms
provides extra protection.
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After a woman stops 
taking birth control pills, 

she is unable to get 
pregnant for at least 2 months.

Women should 
“take a break” from the pill 

every few years. 

Birth control pills are 
effective even if a woman 

misses taking them 
2 or 3 days in a row.
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Based on responses to the following question: “Do you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat 
disagree, or strongly disagree with the statement: ‘I have all of the information I need to avoid an 
unplanned pregnancy.’”

Strongly Disagree
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4%

66%

24%

6%



16%
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Unmarried young women 
age 18–29 who say 

they are likely to use long
acting methods.* 

Sexually active unmarried 
young adults age 18–29 
who use contraception

consistently.*

Unmarried young adults
age 18–29 who agree it’s 
important for them to avoid

pregnancy right now.

Unmarried young adults
age 18–29 who say they 

are likely to have 
unprotected sex.* 

20%

29%

85%

28%

48%48%

89%

Has Knowledge Deficit No Knowledge Deficit

* significant at p<.05
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Based on responses to the question: “Some people are unable to become pregnant, even if they want to. How 
likely do you think it is that you are infertile or will have difficulty (IF FEMALE: getting pregnant) (IF MALE: getting a 
woman pregnant) when you want to? Do you think it is not at all likely, slightly likely, quite likely, or extremely likely?”



Based on response of YES to the question: “Which of the following are reasons why you think you might be in-
fertile or have difficulty getting pregnant when you want to? A doctor has told you that you are infertile or that you 
might have difficulty getting pregnant.” 
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Based on response to the question: “Overall, if a couple is having sex regularly and the woman is using birth control 
pills, what are the chances of her getting pregnant in a year? Please give me a number from 0-100 where 0 means 
no chance and 100 means a 100% chance.”
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Based on responses from the question: “For each of the following pairs of birth control methods, please tell me which one 
you think is more effective at preventing pregnancy and which one is less effective. If you think they are equally effective 
say it is a tie.”

IUD More Effective Than Birth 
Control Pill

Birth Control Pill More Effective 
Than IUD

Both Birth Control Pill and 
IUD Are Equally Effective
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Based on responses from the question: “For each of the following pairs of birth control methods, please tell me which one 
you think is more effective at preventing pregnancy and which one is less effective. If you think they are equally effective 
say it is a tie.”

Condom More Effective Than 
Birth Control Pill

Birth Control Pill More Effective 
Than Condom

Both Birth Control Pill and 
Condom Are Equally Effective53%

22%

25%



Agree is a combination of respondents who answered “strongly agree” and “somewhat agree” from a choice set of 
“strongly agree, somewhat agree, neither, disagree, strongly disagree.”
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The government and public
health institutions use poor 
and minority people as guinea
pigs to try out new birth
control methods.

The government is trying 
to limit blacks and other minority
populations by encouraging the 
use of birth control.

Drug companies don’t care if 
birth control is safe—they just 
want people to use it so they can 
make money.



Based on those who responded either “strongly agree” or “somewhat agree” from a choice set of “strongly agree, 
somewhat agree, neither, disagree, strongly disagree.”
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Based on those who responded either “very pleased” or “a little pleased” to the question: “If you found out today that 
(you were/your partner was) pregnant, how would you feel: Very upset, a little upset, a little pleased, very pleased, 
wouldn’t care.” Measured among those who responded that it was very important or somewhat important for them to 
avoid pregnancy right now.
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Based on those who responded either “strongly agree” or “somewhat agree” from a choice set of “strongly agree, 
somewhat agree, neither, disagree, strongly disagree.”
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Based on those who responded “strongly agree” or “somewhat agree” from a choice set of  “strongly agree,  
somewhat agree, neither, disagree, strongly disagree.”
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Based on those who responded “extremely likely” or “quite likely” to the following question: “For the following, please 
tell me how likely you think it is to happen to you. Would you say it is not at all likely, slightly likely, quite likely, or 
extremely likely: That you will have a baby while you are unmarried?”
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Based on those who responded “extremely likely” or “quite likely” to the following question: “For the following, please 
tell me how likely you think it is to happen to you. Would you say it is not at all likely, slightly likely, quite likely, or  
extremely likely: That you will have a baby with your current partner?” and “That you will marry your current partner?”
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