DAY OF AWARENESS: Campaign to fight teen sex
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organizers hope will get teens thinking and planning
what they would do should they ever find
themsalvesin certain Studtions, said Bill Albert,
spokesman for the Washington-based nonprofit
campaign. At the end of the quiz are satistics, such
as 50 percent of high school students are virgins, or
ayear's worth of digpers and baby supplies cost as
much as 139 new pairs of Nikes or two used cars.

The Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy ran the
quiz by apand of 22 teensto make sure the
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wording and descriptions were believable. One of
those teens was Sharon Lu, 17, of Troy, who
serves on the campaign's youth leadership team.
The campaign isflying Lu and team membersto
Washington, D.C., today and Tuesday to kick off
the nationd event.
o online

m:  selection "Why don't parents and teens talk more about

Pvengeeiae  this?' asked Lu, ajunior a Troy High School, of

the issue of teen pregnancy. "Getting people taking

isone of the things we are trying to do."

boatersworld .com

About one million American teens become pregnant
every year, according to the U.S. Centersfor
Disease Control and Prevention. Almost dl of those
pregnancies are unintended, and about one-third
end in abortion, CDC datistics show.

While the percentage of teen pregnancies declined
in the 1990s, the United States till has one of the
highest rates among indudtridized nations. About
four in every 10 girls will become pregnant at least
once before their 20th birthday, according to the
campaign.

Some communities in Michigan are dso planning
events for Wednesday. In the Westland ares, a
teen prevention program caled Wayne-Westland
Community Teen Pregnancy Prevention Project, or
TP3, is planning to send teens to placesther peers
hang out to tell them about the quiz and urge them
to make an abstinence pledge, or at the very leadt,
to practice safe sex.

In Washington, Lu and other members of the
campaign's youth leadership team will hold a press
conference and lobby Congress on the issue
Tuesday.

Lu said she became active with the campaign when
she applied to be anationa correspondent for Teen
People magazine, which is helping the campaign. Lu
got the spot, and Teen People helped her apply for
the leadership team more than a year ago.

Since then, Lu and the team have helped create
public service announcements. Lu said she hopes
the Internet quiz catches on.
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About 73 percent of 12- to 17-year-oldsin the
United States use the Internet, Albert said, and
organizers hope many will take the quiz, then passit
on to therr friends.

"| think most teenagers have the knowledge of what
it takes to prevent ateen pregnancy,” Albert said.
"But they have this doak of invincibility about them
-- that thisis not going to hgppen to me. Thisquiz is
away to say, 'Yes, it can happen to you. You have
to think about the consegquences of sex, and you
have to come up with aplan.'" To take the quiz,
or for tips about how to talk to your teen about
sex, visit www.teenpregnancy.org. If you livein
Wayne or Westland, and would like more
information on TP3, call 734-416-1689 anytime.

Contact WENDY WENDLAND-BOWYER at
313-223-4792 or wendland@freepress.com.
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