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Nearly half of all pregnancies in the United States are unplanned—almost 3 million 
pregnancies.  The proportion of all pregnancies that are unplanned varies by socio-
demographic factors and is particularly high among single 20-somethings.  The following 
figures provide a brief snapshot of unplanned pregnancies in the United States.  For more 
information please refer to more detailed fact sheets available at 
http://www.thenationalcampaign.org/resources/unplanned.aspx   
 
The proportion of all pregnancies that are unplanned is highest among teenagers.  In 
addition, more than half of all pregnancies to women in their early 20s are unplanned. 
 

Proportion of Pregnancies that are Unplanned 
by Age Group, 2001
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Almost three-quarters of all pregnancies to unmarried women are unplanned.   
 
 

Percent of All Pregnancies that are Unplanned 
by Marital Status, 2001
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Among unmarried women, the proportion of pregnancies that are unplanned is high across all 
age groups.  
 
 

Proportion of all Pregnancies that are 
Unplanned Among Unmarried Women by Age 

Group, 2001
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More than half of all pregnancies to women at less than 200% of poverty are unplanned.   
 
 

Proportion of All Pregnancies that are Unplanned 
by Income as a % of Poverty, 2001
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The proportion of all pregnancies that are unplanned varies slightly by educational attainment, 
but is high across nearly all groups.   
 

Proportion of All Pregnancies that are 
Unplanned by Education, 2001
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The proportion of all pregnancies that are unplanned varies by race/ethnicity.   

Proportion of All Pregnancies that are 
Unplanned by Race/Ethnicity, 2001
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