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D-9. Distribution of Births that Result from an Unplanned 
Pregnancy by Father’s Education, 2002

y  The largest proportion of births that result from an unplanned pregnancy are 
those fathered by men with a high school diploma or GED.

y  More than one-quarter of births that result from an unplanned pregnancy are 
fathered by men with some college compared to less than one in ten births 
that result from an unplanned pregnancy that are fathered by men with a 
college diploma.

17. Note that this is among men aged 22 and older.

20%

44%

26%

9% <High School Diploma or GED, 1,269,000

High School Diploma or GED, 2,769,000

Some College, 1,637,000

College Graduate, 587,000

Distribution of Births that Result from an Unplanned Pregnancy by Father’s Education, 2002

Total17 <High School 
Diploma

High School 
Diploma/GED

Some College College 
Graduate +

Number (in the 
last 5 years)

6,262,000 1,269,000 2,769,000 1,637,000 587,000

Percent 100% 20% 44% 26% 9%

Source: Author’s tabulations based on findings reported in Martinez GM, Chandra A, Abma JC, Jones J, Mosher WD. Fertility, contraception, and fatherhood: 
Data on men and women from Cycle 6 (2002) of the National Survey of Family Growth. National Center for Health Statistics. Vital Health Stat 23(26). 2006
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