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Teen Pregnancy and Childbearing Among Latino Teens

The United States has made great strides in reducing high

rates of teen pregnancy and childbearing, but success has FIGURE 1. Pregnancy Rates Among Latina Teens by Age
been uneven. Too many teens are still becoming parents, and Group, 1990-2005
this problem remains acute in the Latino community. Itis also 300
the case that the Latino population is the largest and fastest
growing minority group in the United States—by 2025, it is 244.2
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«  The Latina teen birth rate was 64 births per 1,000 Latina 167.4
teens in 2009.%?
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- Theteen pregnancy rate, which factors in both those 1130 1238
pregnancies that ended in a birth and those that did '
not, was 107 per 1,000 Latina teens in 2008 (the most 100 .
recent pregnancy data available).? |
«  Over one half (52%) of Latina teens got pregnant at B S S Y Y Y T S B
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Fortunately, ongoing declines in both the teen
pregnancy and the teen birth rate for Latinas suggest a
more. OptImIStI.C outlook, with both'rates.falll.ng near'ly By Age Group
continuously since 1990, and reaching historic lows in the
most recent year (2008 for teen pregnancy and 2009 for In 2005 (the most recent data available by race/ethnicity and
teen births). age), pregnancies to Latina teens age 18-19 accounted for the

majority of pregnancies to Latina teens (Figure 1).°

The Details: Pregnancy Data «  The teen pregnancy rate for Latina teens under age 15

Overall was 2.5 per 1,000 in 2005. There was no change in the rate
between 2004 and 2005, but there has been an overall
decrease of 43% since 1990. There were a total of 5,000
pregnancies to Latinas under age 15 in 2005.

The overall teen pregnancy rate declined 42% between 1990
and 2008. The pregnancy rate among Latina teens decreased
34% over this same period (from 162 to 107 pregnancies per

1,000 Latina teens), and declined 7% in the most recent year + Theteen pregnancy rate for Latina teens age 15-17 was
alone. The pregnancy rate among Latina teens is slightly lower 80 per 1,000 in 2005. There was a 4% decrease in the rate
than the rate among black teen girls (107 compared to 117), and between 2004 and 2005, and there has been an overall
is over twice as high as the rate for non-Hispanic white teen girls decrease of 29% since 1990. There were a total of 82,000
(43)3 pregnancies to Latinas age 15-17 in 2005.
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The teen pregnancy rate for Latina teens age 18-19 was
207 per 1,000 in 2005. There was 1% decrease in the rate
between 2004 and 2005, and there has been an overall
decrease of 15% since 1990. There were a total of 134,000

FIGURE 2. Birth Rates Among Latina Teens by Age Group,

1991-2009

pregnancies to Latinas age 18-19 in 2005. 200 ™
By State (555
g 15012 B o O
«  The vast majority of pregnancies to Latina teens occur to =
those living in Texas and California. To some extent this DopHog oooUo
simply reflects the fact that these two states account for a 104.6 o
large share of the nation’s population, as well as a particu- 100 [~ ,053
larly large share of the Latino population. 69.2
«  The Latina teen pregnancy rate also varied widely by state. e
In 2005 (the most recent data available by state), these 50 [~ '
rates ranged from a low of 43 per 1,000 in West Virginia to o
a high of 228 per 1,000 in Alabama.” Unlike the number
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«  State specific pregnancy rates by race/ethnicity are avail-
able in the State Data section of The National Campaign’s
website at http.//www.TheNationalCampaign.org/state-
data.

FIGURE 3. Number and Proportion of Latina Teen Births
by State, 2009

The Details: Birth Data

Overall

The overall teen birth rate declined 39% between 1991 and
2009. The birth rate among Latina teens decreased 39% dur-
ing this same period (from 105 to 64 births per 1,000 Latina
teens) and fell by 10% in the last year alone.? Latina teens cur-
rently have the highest birth rate among all teens—more than
one and a half times higher than the overall teen birth rate.

- Illinois
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By Age Group

Similar to teens overall, births to Latina teens age 18-19 ac-

(5%) 6485
counted for the vast majority of all Latina teen births in 2009. &)
In fact, 65% of all births to Latina teens were to teens age 18-
19 (Figure 2).42¢
- The birth rate for Latinas age 10-14 years was 1 per 1,000 in + The birth rate for Latinas age 18-19 years was 103 per 1,000

in 2009. There was a decrease of 9% between 2008 and
2009, and an overall decrease of 34% since 1991. There were
88,245 births to Latinas age 18-19 in 2009.

2009. There was a decrease of 9% between 2008 and 2009,
and an overall decrease of 58% since 1991. There were 2,073
births to Latinas under age 15 in 2009.

«  The birth rate for Latinas age 15-17 years was 37 per 1,000
in 2009. There was a decrease of 12% between 2008 and
2009, and an overall decrease of 46% since 1991. There were
48,018 births to Latinas age 15-17 in 2009.

By Parity

Most births to Latina teens are first births. Overall, 78% of
births to Latina teens in 2009 were first births—18% were
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second births and the remainder were births to Latinas who
had two or more previous births.®

«  Among Latinas who are age 18-19, more than one-quarter
of births are to those who are already mothers.

By Marital Status

- Similar to teens overall, the vast majority of births to Latinas
are to unmarried teens. In 2009, 85% of births to Latinas
were to an unmarried mother.

By State

« In 2009, the number of births to Latina teens in California
and Texas alone account for half (50%) of all Latina teen
births in the United States (Figure 3), although to some
extent this simply reflects the fact that these two states ac-
count for a large share of the nation’s population, as well as
a particularly large share of the Latino population, as noted
above.

«  The Latina teen birth rate, on the other hand, was highest
in the southeastern United States, and varied dramatically
from a low of 35 per 1,000 Latina teens in West Virginia to a
high of 161 per 1,000 in Alabama (based on 2008 data—the
most recent available for state-level rates by race/ethnicity).
Because the rate standardizes for differences in population
size, it will not necessarily be highest in states with large
Latino populations, as noted above.

+  State-specific numbers of teen births by race/ethnicity are
available in the State Data section of The National Cam-
paign’s website at http://www.TheNationalCampaign.org/
state-data.

About the Data

Teen pregnancy statistics reported by The National Campaign
are derived from published sources. There are currently two similar
but distinct time series for teen pregnancy, one reported by the
National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS) within the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), and the other reported
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by the Guttmacher Institute. In both series, teen pregnancy is
calculated using data from: the NCHS (number of births); the Center
for Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion (CCDPHP)
within CDC (age and race/ ethnicity distribution of women
obtaining abortions); and the Guttmacher Institute (total number
of abortions). Teen pregnancy statistics also include estimates of
fetal loss, for which NCHS relies on data from the National Survey of
Family Growth, while Guttmacher estimates fetal loss to be 20% of
births plus 10% of abortions.>*

Teen birth statistics reported by The National Campaign are
derived from published sources. The birth data are published by
the National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS) within the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). More information about
NCHS birth data is available at http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/births.htm.

Note:

a. Changes in birth rates were calculated using the revised 2009 birth rates published in
the 2010 preliminary birth data report.

b.  This statistic only reflects trends through 2006, since that is the most recent data avail-
able on Latina teen pregnancy rates by age group.

C Note that in 2005, pregnancy rates by state for Latino teens are available for 27 states.

d. Rates prior to 2001 were taken from the 2009 final birth data report, while revised rates
from 2001 to 2009 were taken from the 2010 preliminary birth data report.
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