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A Summary of Findings from Two Nationally
Representative Surveys of Teenagers

Conducted for the National Campaign to
Prevent Teen Pregnancy

by International Communications Research

Sex is not acceptable for high school-age teens.

Close to six of ten teens surveyed (58 percent) said sexual activity for
high school-age teens is not acceptable, even if precautions are taken
against pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases.

• More teen girls (64 percent) than teen boys (53 percent) said that
high school-age teens should not engage in sexual activity.

• Nearly 70 percent of younger teens (ages 12-14) said that high
school-age teens should not engage in sexual activity.

Teens say they should be given a strong abstinence
message.

An overwhelming majority of teens surveyed (93 percent) said that it is
important for teens to be given a strong message from society that they
should abstain from sex until they are at least out of high school.

Teens do not think it is embarrassing to admit they
are virgins.

The vast majority of teens surveyed (87 percent) do not think it is embar-
rassing for teens to admit they are virgins.

• Contrary to conventional wisdom, eight of ten teen males surveyed
(83 percent) do not think it is embarrassing for teens to admit they
are virgins.

• More younger teens (16 percent) than older teens (5 percent) say it
is embarrassing for teens to admit they are virgins.
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More than one-third of teens say they have not had
even a single helpful conversation with their
parents about sex.

thirty-six percent of teens surveyed said they had not had a helpful con-
versation with their parents about sex.

• Both male and female teens (40 percent versus 31 percent) and
younger and older teens (36 percent versus 35 percent) say they
have not had a single helpful conversation with their parents about
sex.

Fear of pregnancy and STDs is the main reason
teens don’t have sex.

Half of teens surveyed (50 percent) said that fear of pregnancy and
STDs is the main reason why teens don’t have sex.

• One-quarter of teens surveyed (26 percent) said the main reason
why teens don’t have sex is because of religion, morals, and values.

A Note About the Surveys

This report summarizes the findings from two omnibus surveys of teens aged
12 to 17. Both are nationally representative surveys and were conducted by
International Communications Research on behalf of the National Campaign
to Prevent teen Pregnancy. The polling took place February 3-6, 2000, and
April 5-10, 2000. The actual polling questions, answers, and respondent demo-
graphic information follows. The surveys are weighted to provide nationally
representative and projectable estimates of the population 12-17 years old.
The February survey questioned 515 teens while the April survey questioned
510 teens. The responses have a margin of error of plus or minus 4.3 percent-
age points.
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The Survey Questions and Responses
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     All Teens         Boys       Girls Age 12-14 15-17

Some people think it is basically acceptable for high
school-age teens to be sexually active, as long as they take
steps to prevent pregnancy and STDs, including AIDS.  Oth-
ers do not think it is acceptable for high school-age teen-
agers to be sexually active whether they take precautions
or not.  Which comes closer to your view, the first state-
ment or the second?

Not acceptable
       even with
       precautions 58.2%       52.6%          64.1%       68.6%       47.9%
Acceptable
       with precautions 37.9        44.6          30.8        25.1       50.5
Don’t know   3.6           2.6 4.6          5.6          1.6
Refused to answer   0.3           0.1 0.5          0.7            ---

How important do you think it is for teens to be given a
strong message from society that they should abstain from
sex until they are at least out of high school?

          All Teens         Teen Boys       Teen Girls

Important (summary) 93.4% 90.9% 96.0%
Very important 71.1             64.7              77.9
Somewhat important 22.2 26.2 18.1

Not important (summary)    6.1 8.1   4.0
Not too important    4.6 6.1   3.1
Not at all important   1.5 2.1   0.9

Don’t know    0.3 0.6   ---
Refused to answer    0.2 0.4   ---
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The Survey Questions and Responses, continued
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Do you think it is embarrassing for teens to admit they are
virgins?

       All Teens         Boys Girls         Age 12-14 15-17

Yes            10.5%         13.7%   7.1%             15.7%  5.3%
No            87.2         83.2             91.5             81.0               93.4
Don’t know              2.0            2.8   1.1               2.6   1.3
Refused to answer             0.3            0.3               0.3           0.6    ---

What is the main reason teens don’t have sex? Is it
because...?

Have you had a helpful conversation with your parents
about sex?

All Teens   Boys          Girls Age 12-14 15-17

Yes 63.3% 59.8%         66.9%      61.5% 65.1%
No 35.6 39.8              31.0     36.4 34.7
Don’t know 0.6    ---                     1.2        1.1    ----
refused to answer 0.6 0.3            0.9        1.0    0.2

All Teens Teen Boys Teen Girls
Of fear of STDs/

pregnancy 50.4% 47.6% 53.3%
Of religion, morals,

and values 25.9 23.7 28.1
They haven’t found the

right partner   8.6   8.9   8.3
Not ready for sex   4.6   6.3   2.8
Other   3.5   4.6   2.3
Don’t know   6.3   8.1   4.5
Refused to Answer   0.7   0.7   0.6
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Teen Demographics
questions 1-2, February 2000

Age of respondent
Age 12    9.4 %
13 20.4
14 19.9
15 19.9
16 16.1
17 14.3

Mean age 14.6

Sex of Respondent
Male 51.3%
Female 48.7

Total annual household income
Under $10,000 4.0 %
$10,000 - 14,999 3.8
$15,000 - 19,999 5.6
$20,000 - 24,999 6.4
Under $25,000 (unspecified) 1.1
Over $25,000 (unspecified) 4.4
$25,000 - 29,999 7.8
$30,000 - 39,999              10.7
$40,000 - 49,999 9.7
$50,000 - 74,999              22.3
$75,000 - 99,999              10.2
$100,000 or more 5.4
Don’t know 1.7
Refused 6.8

mean income       $49,150

Teen Demographics
questions 3-5, April, 2000

Age of respondent
Age 12 13.7 %
13 17.1
14 18.9
15 18.2
16 18.4
17 13.8

Mean age 14.5

Sex of Respondent
Male 51.3%
Female 48.7

Total annual household income
Under $10,000 4.9 %
$10,000 - 14,999 3.3
$15,000 - 19,999 7.7
$20,000 - 24,999 8.9
Under $25,000 (unspecified) 1.6
Over $25,000 (unspecified) 1.8
$25,000 - 29,999 7.1
$30,000 - 39,999 15.4
$40,000 - 49,999 13.0
$50,000 - 74,999 16.8
$75,000 - 99,999 7.4
$100,000 or more 5.1
Don’t know 1.8
Refused 5.1

mean income       $44,730
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